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CONGRATULATING LOCAL HERO 

THALIA RODRIGUEZ 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize a young and 
valiant member of our south Florida 
community, Thalia Rodriguez. Just 17 
years old, Thalia used her skills that 
she learned from her high school’s 
emergency medical responder class to 
save the life of one of our Miami-Dade 
police officers. 

Major Ricky Carter was off duty, 
traveling on his motorcycle, when an 
unexpected crash left him critically in-
jured at the side of the road. Thalia 
came upon the scene, immediately 
began to apply first aid to the injured 
police major. Realizing that his inju-
ries were too severe to wait for the 
first responders to arrive, Thalia made 
the split-second decision to fashion a 
tourniquet out of a belt, thereby buy-
ing Major Carter precious time. 
Thalia’s brave act that Sunday morn-
ing saved Major Ricky Carter’s life. 

Thank you to Thalia Rodriguez, a 
graduating senior at Westland Hialeah 
Senior High School, for her out-
standing heroism. 

f 

CELEBRATING LADY BETTY COLES 

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge 
and celebrate the 90th birthday of Lady 
Betty Coles of Trenton, New Jersey. 
She was wonderfully celebrated this 
weekend at a party attended by over 
100 family members and friends, thanks 
to her daughter and son-in-law, Tracy 
and Robert Ross. 

Lady Coles has distinguished her 
family, church, and community with 
countless years of dedicated service, 
love, and leadership by example. She 
has enriched our community as charter 
member of the Epsilon Upsilon Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha since 
1952, and continues her years of service 
as a member of Shiloh Baptist Church. 

Personally, I am grateful for her 
friendship, her stewardship, her 
mentorship, her leadership, and her 
dedication to not only New Jersey, but 
our global community. 

May God continue to bless Lady 
Coles on this milestone year, and we 
are forever grateful to Him, having 
sent her our way. 

f 

BRINGING ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY TO ALL AMERICANS 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to join me 

in support of the Financial CHOICE 
Act. Financial Services Committee 
Chairman JEB HENSARLING’s bill aims 
to bring economic opportunity to all 
Americans. 

After Speaker PELOSI and House 
Democrats passed the Dodd-Frank Act 
of 2010, dozens of small community fi-
nancial institutions in my district 
were forced to close or merge with big 
banks. In fact, my State of Georgia has 
lost more than 40 of these institutions 
over this period of time. This was due 
to the unbelievable complexity and 
compliance costs of the regulations im-
posed on them. 

With the Financial CHOICE Act, 
community banks will finally be able 
to get some relief from these regula-
tions. As a businessowner myself, I 
know how important access to capital 
can be for a new business. We know 
that 70 percent of all new job creation 
is created by the growth of small busi-
ness. 

Once these banks are able to get back 
to the business of lending, my hope is 
that it will spur small-business growth 
and entrepreneurship in my district 
and across this great Nation. 

This legislation also ends taxpayer- 
funded bailouts once and for all, finally 
fulfilling the promises that Democrats 
failed to keep. 

And did I mention it reduces the def-
icit by $33.6 billion over 10 years? 

President Trump has asked us to do a 
number on Dodd-Frank, and I support 
him in this endeavor, and believe the 
Financial CHOICE Act does just that. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT 
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today, 
President Trump visited Ohio to tout 
his infrastructure plan. Well, Ohio 
needs the good jobs that direct na-
tional investment in infrastructure 
could provide, so my Democratic Ohio 
colleagues, Mr. RYAN, Ms. FUDGE, Mrs. 
BEATTY, and I sent President Trump a 
letter encouraging him to take a wide 
view of what infrastructure should en-
compass in States like Ohio. 

We urged the President to consider 
upgrading our foundational assets, 
such as drinking water systems, our 
national electric grid, energy effi-
ciency, roofing and lead removal in in-
dividual homes, plus modernizing roads 
and bridges, our seaports and water-
ways, our airports and rail systems. In-
deed, infrastructure investments 
present the best opportunity to revi-
talize our battered domestic steel in-
dustry as well. 

We hope President Trump’s infra-
structure plan won’t lead to more bro-
ken promises like with his budget, 
which zeros out assistance for our 
Great Lakes. The President’s plan 
lacks quantifiable specifics, but some 
warning signs are there. Privatization 
and tax breaks mean bearing down 
more costs on taxpayers through user 
fees and tolls. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans expect more 
than showmanship. It is time for a real 
bipartisan jobs and infrastructure plan 
to help modernize America from stem 
to stern and keep her great for years to 
come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DEAN WILLIAM 
EASTERLING 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Penn State’s own Dean William 
Easterling on his appointment to head 
the National Science Foundation’s Di-
rectorate for Geosciences, or GEO. 

Dr. Easterling was dean of Penn 
State College of Earth and Mineral 
Sciences prior to beginning his 4-year 
appointment last week. This is an in-
credible opportunity for Dean 
Easterling, and Happy Valley is most 
proud of his achievement. 

Science was part of Dean Easterling’s 
life from a very young age, as his fa-
ther was a medical school physician. 
He told our local newspaper that he 
was taken at an early age by environ-
mental sciences, geology, and weather, 
and these interests have always stuck 
with him. 

Dr. Easterling has been the dean of 
Earth and Mineral Sciences at Penn 
State since 2007. He plans to return to 
the university after his appointment to 
the National Science Foundation. 

I wholeheartedly congratulate Dean 
Easterling on this momentous achieve-
ment. I wish him the best over the next 
4 years. And I know that his hunger for 
learning and his advanced research 
skills will serve this Nation well. 

Congratulations, Dean Easterling. 
f 
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DISAPPROVING OF WITHDRAWAL 
FROM THE PARIS CLIMATE AC-
CORD 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my strong disapproval 
of President Trump’s decision to with-
draw the United States from the inter-
national Paris Agreement on global 
climate change. The world is watching 
us, and history will judge this ill-con-
sidered decision harshly. 

Withdrawing from the accord weak-
ens America’s global leadership, will 
slow our transition to renewable 
sources of energy, and make it more 
likely the clean energy jobs of tomor-
row will be created overseas rather 
than here at home. 

Let me be clear: Climate change is 
real and a present threat. America can 
and should be the global leader in de-
veloping innovative solutions, but this 
decision leaves us as an international 
outlier. 
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